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‘Congress shall make no law ... abridging the freedom of speech ... or of the press, 
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble’

— FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

IN OUR OPINION

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editorials are expressions of newspaper opinion on issues  

affecting the lives of area residents. Opinions are formulated  
by The Daily Star’s editorial board, consisting of  

Fred Scheller, Denielle Cazzolla, Robert Cairns and Justin Vernold.

New York 
should legalize 

prostitution

T
he world’s oldest profession is still illegal 
in most of the U.S., but if bills introduced 
in the state Legislature are passed and 
signed into law, prostitution will no longer 
be a crime in New York

Gov. Kathy Hochul said last week she would 
consider the idea of decriminalization, a change 
from the previous administration.

We aren’t really sure why it is still illegal.
Banning prostitution was based on what some 

consider immoral actions. But keeping it illegal 
just makes it more dangerous for those involved.

Assemblyman Dick Gottfried, D-Manhattan, 
and Sen. Julia Salazar, D-Brooklyn, are champi-
oning a bill that is designed to take sex work 
out of the shadows by decriminalizing not only 
prostitution but patronizing a prostitute and 
setting up the encounters for profit, known as 
“pimping.”

A second bill, advanced by Sen. Liz Krueger, 
D-Manhattan, would decriminalize prostitution 
itself but increase financial penalties for pimps, 
traffickers and sex buyers.

The New York bills are an outgrowth of a 
national movement to counter the commercial 
exploitation of those who provide sexual services 
for a fee by removing the criminal penalties.

“It is absolutely something I’ve thought about 
and am considering,” Hochul told City & State, 
an online news outlet.

Hochul’s comment drew attention because 
former Gov. Andrew Cuomo never warmed up to 
the idea that the sex trade should be decriminal-
ized.

Hochul also announced the appointment of 
Amit S. Bagga as deputy secretary of intergov-
ernmental affairs. In an unsuccessful campaign 
for a New York City Council seat earlier this year, 
Bagga ran on a platform that called for the full 
decriminalization of sex work and providing paid 
sick leave benefits to those involved in the trade.

“I’m sure Gov. Hochul is the first governor of 
New York in 250 years to be looking at this,” said 
Gottfried, a legislator since 1971.

Hochul’s comments on the subject drew a 
rebuke from state Conservative Party chairman 
Gerard Kassar.

“There is nothing to study here,” Kassar said. 
“It’s an awful idea. It will create havoc in urban 
areas and stress throughout the state. You 
cannot decriminalize sex workers and not have a 
negative outcome.”

We are not really sure what those negative 
outcomes would be.

To us, it only makes sense to make the entire 
profession legal — and regulated, although the 
bills introduced don’t go that far.

Nevada is the only state in the nation where 
prostitution is legal. But New York could learn 
from its example.

If prostitution is regulated, like hairdressers 
and tattoo parlors are, licensed prostitutes could 
have to undergo regular testing to make sure they 
are healthy. Regulations would also help prevent 
some of the worst parts of the current world of 
prostitution — human trafficking and pimps 
taking advantage of women and men who may 
see prostitution as their only choice.

If those entering the profession know that 
there are laws in place to protect them, they will 
have a voice. If adults are comfortable using their 
bodies as a money-making tools, why shouldn’t 
they be allowed to?

Gottfried said the prostitution bills fall into the 
category of measures that require “a lot of people 
changing their thinking,” citing marijuana 
legalization and legislation allowing same-sex 
marriage as other examples.

“A governor can play an enormous role in 
changing public attitudes on very fundamental 
issues,” he said.

We hope those attitudes will change, and soon.

W
ASHINGTON — The news 
from last week’s Canadian 
election is Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau’s success 
in winning reelection, and 

his failure to achieve his real purpose 
in calling Monday’s vote: A governing 
majority for his Liberal Party. Instead, 
the Liberals ended up with almost 
exactly the share of parliamentary 
seats they had going in.

But the most important questions — 
and possible harbingers for U.S. 
politics — revolve around the Conser-
vative Party and its leader, Erin 
O’Toole. Why did his campaign begin 
with a bang and end with something of 
a whimper?

The big bang was created by 
O’Toole’s effort to moderate his party’s 
image. Having been elected its leader 
as a “true blue” conservative appealing 
to the party’s right-wing, O’Toole 
turned around and rebranded himself 
as a centrist.

O’Toole’s shift, said Darrell Bricker, 
CEO of the polling firm Ipsos Public 
Affairs, was all about picking up 
seats in the Toronto suburbs, where 
Canadian elections are decided these 
days. “It’s not about moving to the 
center,” Bricker quipped, “it’s about 
moving to the suburbs.” This, too, is 
relevant to the United States, because 
House elections in 2022 will depend 
heavily on outcomes in suburban 
districts.

For the first two weeks of the 
campaign, O’Toole “burned pretty 
brightly,” said Garry Keller, a veteran of 
Conservative politics. O’Toole profited 
initially from a public backlash against 
Trudeau’s calling an election that 
Canadians overwhelmingly felt the 
country didn’t need during the middle 
of a pandemic.

Trudeau, Keller added, had “no 
compelling message about the 
election,” and was hurt by the chaotic 
troop withdrawals from Afghanistan. 
In the meantime, O’Toole looked 
like a new kind of conservative as he 

embraced substantial public spending.
But the Conservative leader had 

a problem that will also confront 
Republicans who — one can hope — 
eventually try to disentangle their 
party from the far right: O’Toole’s pivot 
to the center “really alienated” some 
of his party’s core voters, said pollster 
Frank Graves, and these discontented 
souls had a right-wing alternative 
in the anti-vaccine People’s Party 
of Canada (PPC). At various points 
during the campaign, Graves said, the 
PPC seemed poised to win up to 10% 
of the vote. (They ended up at about 
5%.)

O’Toole, Graves noted, was “caught 
trying to straddle” his two imperatives 
of gaining in the center and holding 
the right. And Trudeau pounced on 
his opponent’s ambiguities, hitting 
O’Toole hard on the Conservative’s 
opposition to gun control (broadly 
popular in Canada) and vaccine 
passports.

It was the beginning of Trudeau’s 
comeback, and a key to his success in 
solving his own coalition problem.

The paradox of Canadian politics, 
said Liberal pollster David Herle, 
is that in the last two elections, the 
Conservatives have run narrowly 
ahead of the Liberals in the popular 
vote — by piling up huge margins in 
the prairies, particularly Alberta — 
even as a majority of voters supported 
progressive parties. Among them, 
the Liberals, the New Democratic 
Party (NDP) and the Greens won just 
over 52%, the Conservatives and the 
People’s Party 39%. (The rest went to 

the Quebec nationalists in the Bloc 
Quebecois.)

“There’s a center-progressive 
majority in Canada,” said Marcella 
Munro, a longtime strategist for 
the NDP, a social democratic party 
to the left of the Liberals. Unusual 
cross-border endorsements this year 
highlight the left-center divide. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., backed the NDP 
while Trudeau’s Liberals won support 
from former president Barack Obama 
and from Hillary Clinton.

Munro described the key dynamic: 
“A wide swath of centrist/progressive 
voters who are open to voting for the 
New Democrats can be brought back 
to the Liberals if they see a real threat 
of a Conservative government.”

O’Toole was just strong enough to be 
such a threat, but not strong enough to 
win. The Liberals’ closing ads focused 
on core progressive issues: gun 
control, climate change, health care, 
abortion rights and vaccines. They 
helped pull over the voters Trudeau 
needed in the right places — particu-
larly Ontario, Quebec and British 
Columbia.

If Canada offers cautionary tales 
for Republicans, there is one for 
Democrats, too. It arises from the 
spread of the delta variant, which not 
only aggravated the public’s sense 
that this was the wrong time for an 
election, but also undercut Trudeau’s 
core rationale for reelection.

Graves’s polling helps explain 
why Trudeau’s hopes for a majority 
based on his successful handling of 
COVID-19 evaporated: In June, 87% 
of Canadians thought the worst of the 
pandemic was behind the country. By 
the time the election was called, that 
figure had dropped to 60%.

Trudeau’s experience is a tutorial 
for President Joe Biden and the 
Democrats. Getting the virus back 
under control is, of course, a public 
health imperative. But it’s a political 
priority, too.

In Canada, challenges for right, left
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NEW YORK STATE
Governor: Kathy Hochul, Democrat. NYS 

Capitol Building, Albany, NY 12224. Phone: 518-
474-8390. Website: http://www.governor.ny.gov. 
Webmail: http://www.governor.ny.gov/content/
governor-contact-form.

Attorney General: Letitia James, Democrat. 
Office of the Attorney General, NYS Capitol Building, 
Albany, NY 12224-0341. Phone: 800-788-9898. 
Website: http://www.ag.ny.gov. Webmail: https://
ag.ny.gov/contact-attorney-general-letitia-james.

Comptroller: Thomas P. DiNapoli, Democrat. 
Office of the State Comptroller, 110 State St., Albany, 
NY 12236. Phone: 518-474-4044. Website: http://
www.osc.state.ny.us. Email: contactus@osc.state.
ny.us

STATE SENATORS
District 42: Mike Martucci, R-Wawayanda. Dela-

ware County towns of Masonville, Delhi, Hamden, 
Walton, Tompkins and Colchester. Albany Office: 
188 State St., Legislative Office Building, Room 415, 
Albany, NY 12247. Phone: 518-455-2400. Fax: 518-
426-6745. Email: martucci@nysenate.gov. Website: 
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/mike-martucci 

District 51: Peter Oberacker, R-Schenevus. All of 
Otsego and Schoharie counties; Chenango County 
towns of Columbus, New Berlin, North Norwich, 
Sherburne, Smyrna, Plymouth, Otselic, Pharsalia, 
Lincklaen and Pitcher; Delaware County towns of 
Sidney, Franklin, Meredith, Davenport, Harpersfield, 

Kortright, Stamford, Bovina, Roxbury, Middletown 
and Andes. Albany Office: 188 State St., Legislative 
Office Building, Room 506, Albany, NY 12247. Phone: 
518-455-3131. Local office: 41 S. Main St., Oneonta, 
NY 13820. Phone: 607-432-5524. Email address: 
oberacker@nysenate.gov. Website: https://www.
nysenate.gov/senators/peter-oberacker.  

District 52: Fred Akshar, R-Colesville. Delaware 
County towns of Hancock and Deposit; Chenango 
County towns of Afton, Bainbridge, Coventry, 
German, Greene, Guilford, McDonough, Norwich, 
Oxford, Preston and Smithville, and city of Norwich. 
Albany Office: Legislative Office Building, Room 608, 
Albany, NY 12247. Phone: 518-455-2677. Email 
address: akshar@nysenate.gov. Website: https://
www.nysenate.gov/senators/fred-akshar.

STATE ASSEMBLY MEMBERS
District 101: Brian Miller, R-New Hartford. 

Otsego County towns of Springfield, Middlefield, 
Westford and Maryland; Delaware County towns of 
Davenport, Meredith, Delhi, Bovina, Hamden and 
Andes. Albany office: 544 Legislative Office Building, 
Albany, NY 12248. Phone: 518-455-5334. Website: 
https://nyassembly.gov/mem/Brian-D-Miller. Email: 
millerb@nyassembly.gov.

District 102: Chris Tague, R-Schoharie. All of 
Schoharie County; Otsego County towns of Cherry 
Valley, Roseboom, Decatur and Worcester; Delaware 
County towns of Harpersfield, Kortright, Stamford, 
Roxbury and Middletown; Albany Office: 937 Leg-
islative Office Building Albany, NY 12248. Phone: 

518-455-5363. District Office: 113 Park Place, Suite 
6, Schoharie NY 12157. Phone: 518-295-7250. 
Website: http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Chris-Tague. 
Email: taguec@nyassembly.gov

District 121: John Salka, R-Brookfield. Otsego 
County towns of Plainfield, Richfield, Exeter, Otsego, 
Burlington, Edmeston, Pittsfield, New Lisbon, Hart-
wick, Milford, Laurens, Otego and Oneonta and the 
city of Oneonta. Albany office: 529 Legislative Office 
Building, Albany, NY 12248; Phone: 518-455-4807. 
Website: http://nyassembly.gov/mem/John-Salka. 
Email: salkaj@nyasembly.gov.

District 122: Joe Angelino, R-Norwich. Chenango 
County towns of German, Smithville, Preston, Nor-
wich, city of Norwich, North Norwich, New Berlin, 
Guilford, Oxford, Smithville, Greene, Coventry, Bain-
bridge and Afton; Otsego County towns of Morris, 
Butternuts and Unadilla; Delaware County towns 
of Masonville, Sidney, Franklin, Walton, Tompkins, 
Deposit, Colchester and Hancock. Albany office: 549 
Legislative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248. Phone: 
518-455-5741; Website: http://nyassembly.gov/
mem/Joe-Angelino. Email: angelinoj@nyassembly.
gov.

District 126: John Lemondes, R-Jamesville. 
Chenango County towns of Lincklaen, Otselic, 
Smyrna, Sherburne, Columbus, Pitcher, Pharsalia, 
Plymouth and McDonough. Albany office: 720 Legis-
lative Office Building, Albany, NY 12248. Phone: 518-
455-5878. Website: http://nyassembly.gov/mem/
John-Lemondes. Email: lemondesj@nyassembly.gov
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