Guidelines for Writing an Elevator Pitch
Topic: “Why I Am a Democrat”
An elevator pitch is a clear, compelling statement that can be delivered in 30-60 seconds —roughly the time it takes to ride an elevator. It should be personal, authentic, and to the point. 
[image: ✍️]Tips for Writing Your Pitch:
[image: ✅]  Make it Personal
Share your story. What experiences, values, or moments shaped your political views?
[image: ✅]  Stay Positive
Focus on what inspires you about being a Democrat, not just what you oppose.
[image: ✅]  Connect to Your Values
Consider how your beliefs align with the Democratic Party—think about values like:
· Equal access to healthcare
· Voting rights and fair elections
· Racial justice and equity
· Economic stability and opportunity
· LGBTQ+ rights
· Climate action and environmental protection
· Veterans’ rights
· Immigration reform, ICE
· Democracy and checks and balances
· Social Safety Nets (Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, etc.)
· Diversity, equity, and inclusion
 	What matters most to you? Why do you care?
[image: 🧠] Samples for Inspiration:
Here are some sample elevator pitch statements from DCDC Chair Kathleen Hayek, MDC Chair Lisa Tait, and MDC Ad Hoc Member Gail Lennstrom. — What is your pitch? Why are you a Democrat? Write in your own voice and style—your unique story is what matters most.
“I’m a Democrat because I believe in truth and justice for all — and the Democratic Party stands for those values more than any other political party, … hands down!!”             Kathleen Hayek
“I support the Superman values of truth, justice, and the American way — values rooted in our Constitutional democracy, which requires a strong public education system and a free press to thrive. Unfortunately, the Republican Party has walked away from those values. I used to be a Republican. Now, I am a Democrat.”  Lisa Tait
“I am a Democrat because of a three-letter word: ALL (meaning including everyone without exception). The Pledge of Allegiance promises liberty and justice for ALL. The Declaration of Independence states that ALL are created equal. We are a nation of immigrants, with Lady Liberty welcoming ALL. Democrats work to ensure that ALL people are seen, heard, valued, and I’ll give my ALL to protect our democracy.”  Gail Lennstrom
WORKSPACE FOR BRAINSTORMING
[image: ✅]  Key Values/Issues I Care About: _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

[image: ✅] Personal Experiences or Stories to Include: ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
[image: ✍️] My First Draft: Attach a separate page if needed.
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

[image: 💡] Final Tip:
Practice reading your pitch out loud. Keep it conversational and heartfelt—just like you're talking to a neighbor … or new friend in an elevator.
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